
Science and Math in Storytimes Attendee Contributions 
 
The following is a compilation of shared attendee comments during the Texas 
State Library & Archives Commission’s January 17, 2017 Science and Math in 
Storytimes  webinar presented by Kim Lehman.  
 
 
Science and Math Programs Suggested By Attendees   
 

 I recently did clouds.  We talked about how fluffy they look (like cotton).l  I 
took 1/4 bar of Ivory soap, microwaved for @ 1 minute and it expands to 
look like clouds.  The kids had tons of fun feeling it and relating it to what a 
cloud was like.  You can only use Ivory soap though! 

 I do STEM programs at my library and some of the topics I use are 
rainbows, hibernation, volcanoes, worms 

 Color Mixing 

 Shadows, Clouds 

 Patterning 

 Spatial Relationships 

 We did a crayon melting program. We glued crayons to cardstock, and 
melted them with blowdryers. The results were fun and interesting. 

 Gravity 

 Weight 

 Fractions 

 Money/Counting 

 Habitats 

 Ecosystems 

 Prediction/Hypothesis 

 Textures 

 Hot and Cold/Temperature 

 making a volcano is fun too!  Make a small cone shape out of playdoh to 
fit around a film canister.  Have baking soda and small amount of Dawn 
dish soap it it - when you add the vinegar it "erupts!  google for exact 
recipe.  So much fun to see the "lava" flow after learning about it! 

 You can hide treasures in ice and let the ice melt to hunt for the treasure. 

 I had a gravity painting program which can easily be incorporated into a 
storytime.  I used droppers filled with paint to show how gravity works.   

 how plants grow/ parts of plants 

 Life Cycles 

 I give large plastic easter eggs and have them walk with egg between feet 
like dad penguin when I do penguin storytime 

 I make really thin ice in cookie pans, and let the kids enjoy sliding milk 
caps and such across it. Texas kids don't have a lot of ice skating 
experience, lol. And the ice melts quickly, which is a great thing to 
observe. 



 We made little pendulums (suspend a wiffle ball from a string) and had fun 
bulidng and knocking over stuff (towers of bathroom cups are nice). 

 rainbows/prisms 
 
 
Books Suggested by Attendees 
 

 Water is such a wonderful book for talking about the water cycle! 

 spots on a lady bug is a favorite of ours for counting 

 There is a book called "Tadpoles Promise"...it is so good!  Tadpole and 
caterpillar are friends. They promise each other never to change.  Well, 
tadpole slowly  becomes a frog and caterpillar becomes a butterfly.. 
There's a bit of a twist to the story - but, it does end happy. It's by Jeanne 
Willis 

 love Croaky Pokey! 

 we did bear snores on and glued a bear inside an empty klenex box, and 
had cut out of the other animals so they could tell the story at home 

 another book: Hibernation Station by Meadows 
 
 
Song Suggestions 
 

 5 Green and Speckled Frogs song...Raffi 

 When we do the "frog on my toe, on my toe" I have the kids suggest 
rhyming words for each body part, so we make up the song as we go. 
Very fun once they get the hang of it. 

 


